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Mumbai: A 14-yearold boy
who jumped to death from an
Andheri East building last we-
ek chatted witha few friendson
WhatsApp for at least 15 minu-
tes before taking the extreme
step, investigators said. On Tu-
esday, chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis announced an inqui-
ry into the teenager’s suicide,
which some claim was the final
step of a 50-task online chal-
lenge called The Blue Whale.
Pointing out that there have
been several suicides in other
countries linked to the online
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Blue Whale challenge

It's a ‘suicide game® where

a group administrator
assigns daily tasks — mostly
involving self-infliction — to
members, which they have
to complete over 50 days. On
the 50th day, the gamers are
asked to commit suicide
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dare, the chief minister said in
the assembly that they would
trytoget it banned.

A senior police officer; ho-
wever, said the death of Man-
preet Singh Sahans does not se-
em to be linked to the dare. In-
vestigators who have seized the
boy’s mobile phone, have not fo-
und any link. “It is learnt that
the boy has shared some photos
with his friends before he jum-
ped. His mobile phone has been
sent to the Forensic Science La-
boratory to extract the con-
tents, which will throw some
light into the incident. Also the-
re are no etching marks on the
body, which is usually found on
those who take part in the onli-
nedare,” an investigatorsaid.

Police said theaclassIX stu-
dent jumped from the sixth flo-
or terrace of Building No194 at
Sher-e-Punjab Colony on July
29,evenasamanresidinginthe
opposite building, whosaw him
on the parapet, shouted to him
togo back. Meghwadi police ha-
ve recorded the witness's state-
ment. Sahans parents and his
two sisters returned from Nas-
hik late on Monday after comp-
leting thefinal rituals.

The issue was raised in the
assembly by NCPleader AjitPa-
war. “Theincidentisawarning.
The government should initia-
testepstostopsuchsuicides. It’s
a global phenomenon and poli-
ce must find out who was his
master who pushed him to take

h suddenly

» Check if the kid has
suffered any recent injury

suchadrasticstep,” Pawarsaid.

Fadnavis said the govern-
ment would institute an inqui-
ry and “collaborate with the
Centreforfuture remedies”.
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said, “We must wait for the cy-
ber forensics report to come be-
fore we link the suicide to the
online challenge.” Similarly cy-
ber psychologist Nirali Bhatia
said it is so far a blind shot to
link the suicide totheonlineda-
re. Theonline game isknown to
target children who are sensiti-
ve, emotionally disturbed or
even depressed. “The objective
and actions of the challenge is
tomake the participant indulge
in self harm and disturbing
tasks till the participant rea-
ches the last winning stage of
taking his/her own life. None of
such traits or harm marks have
been found on the boy’s body”
said Bhatia.
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